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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A communications system, comprising: 
an information processing apparatus; and 

an information management apparatus operable to manage playing 
positions of contents; 

said information processing apparatus including: 

playing means for playing content provided via a 

network; 

first request means for requesting that said 
information management apparatus store a time stamp in association 
with predetermined identification information and access right 
information, while said content is played by said playing means, in 
response to an instruction that said time stamp representing a 
playing position of said content at that moment be stored; and 

second request means for transmitting said 
identification information to said information management apparatus 
and for requesting the playing of said content from said playing 
position represented by said time stamp, wherein 

said identification information includes information 
allotted to each user and information allotted to each user group, 

s a x ci a c cess right info rmatxon inc lude s information 
indicating whether a c onfi rmat ion, by user i dent if 1 eat ion, of an 
access ri ght to said, playing position of the content represented by 
said, time stamp is necessary, and 

said playing means is operable to play said content 
from said playing position represented by said time stamp in 
accordance with the request by said second request means; and 
said information management apparatus including: 
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management means for managing the provision of said 
content to said information processing apparatus via said network; 
and 

storing means for storing said time stamp in 
association with said identification information and said access 
right information, wherein 

said management means is operable to manage the 
provision of said content from said playing position represented by 
said time stamp based on said associated access right information 
when said information processing apparatus transmits said 
identification information and requests the playing of said content 
from said playing position represented by said time stamp , wherein 
s a id man ag emen t mea ns is operable to determine, based, o n said 
associated access right information, whether a confirmation of an 



access right by user 


identifies!: i on 


is necessary to provide said 


content from said pic 


ying position 


represented by said time stamp, 


responsive t o a r e cm e 


»st from the in 
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for the playing of s,. 
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2. (currently amended) A communication method in a communication 
system including an information processing apparatus and an 
information management apparatus operable to manage playing 
positions of contents, the communication method comprising: 

playing content provided via a network; 

requesting that said information management 
apparatus store a time stamp in association with predetermined 
identification information and access right information during said 
playing step in response to an instruction to store said time stamp 
representing a playing position of said content at that moment; 
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transmitting said identification information to said 
information management apparatus and requesting the playing of said 
content from said playing position represented by said time stamp, 
said identification information including information allotted to 
each user and information allotted to each user group, said access 
r i gh t infer ma 1 i o n. i including info rmatl on indicating wh e ther a 
confirmation, by user identification, of an access right to said 
playing position of the content represented by said time stamp is 
necessary, and said playing step playing said content from said 
playing position represented by said time stamp in accordance with 
said step of requesting the playing; 

storing said time stamp in association with said 
identification information and said access right information; and 

managing the provision of said content to said 
information processing apparatus via said network from said playing 
position represented by said time stamp based on said associated 
access right information when said transmitting step transmits said 
identification information and said step of requesting the playing 
requests the playing of said content from said playing position 
represented by said time stamp. 
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3. (currently amended) An information processing apparatus, 
comprising : 

playing means for playing content provided via a network; 
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first request means for requesting that an information 
management apparatus which manages playing positions of contents 
store a time stamp in association with predetermined identification 
information and access right information, while said content is 
played by said playing means, in response to an instruction to 
store said time stamp representing a playing position of said 
content at that moment; and 

second request means for transmitting said identification 
information to the information management apparatus and for 
requesting the playing of said content from said playing position 
represented by said time stamp, wherein 

said identification information includes information 
allotted to each user and information allotted to each user group, 
^aid acc es s i i ght i n f ormat io n in clud es In formation indicating 
wh ether a c onf xrmat io n, by user identification, of a n a ccess right 
i % said play r posit j m of J ie c ontent re presented by >>aid v xm 
: ait j j;>_ lece: s try, and 

said playing means is operable to play said content from 
said playing position represented by said time stamp in accordance 
with the request by said second request means and said access right 
information associated with the time stamp, 

whe re i n_ s a id pi a y in g in e a ns is operable to determin e, based, o n 
said assGciated access right information, whether a confirmation of 
an access right by user identification is necessary to play said 
content from said playing position represented by said time stamp, 
responsive to a request by the second, request means for the playing 
of said content from said playing position represented by said time 
s r. amp . 
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4. (previously presented) The information processing apparatus 
as claimed in Claim 3, wherein: 

said first request means is operable to request that the 
information management apparatus stop the provision of said content 
and store said time stamp upon issuance of an instruction to stop 
the playing of said content. 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (previously presented) The information processing apparatus 
as claimed in Claim 3, further comprising: 

third request means for requesting that a viewing status 
information management apparatus that manages viewing status 
information store viewing status , information representing a viewing 
status of said content, 

wherein said second request means is operable to request the 
playing of said content from said playing position represented by 
said time stamp in accordance with said viewing status of said 
content represented by said viewing status information. 

7. (currently amended) An information processing method, 
comprising : 

playing content provided via a network; 

requesting that an information management apparatus which 
manages playing positions of contents store a time stamp in 
association with predetermined identification information and 
access right information during said playing step in response to an 
instruction to store said time stamp representing a playing 
position of said content at that moment , said access right 
information including in format ion indicating whether a 
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co nf irma tion, by user identification/ of an access right to said 
p laying position of the conte nt r epresented by said time stamp is 
nec e s s a ry ; and 

transmitting said identification information to the 
information management apparatus and requesting the playing of said 
content from said playing position represented by said time stamp, 
said identification information including information allotted to 
each user and information allotted to each user group, and the 
playing step plays said content from said playing position 
represented by said time stamp in accordance with said step of 
requesting the playing and said access right information associated 
with the time stamp^ 

wherein the playing st e p determines, based on said as s ociated 
a ccess right information, wh e t h e r a confirmation of an access righ t 
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8. (currently amended) A recording medium having recorded 
therein a computer readable program for carrying out an information 
processing method, said information processing method comprising: 
playing content provided via a network; 

requesting that an information management apparatus which 
manages playing positions of contents store a time stamp in 
association with predetermined identification information and 
access right information during said playing step in response to an 
instruction to store said time stamp representing a playing 
position of said content at that moment , wherein said access right 
i n formati o n includes information indicating whether a confirmation, 
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!2Y ^_y 5er J- 4lt n t i fication, o f an access right to said playing 
posi tio n of t he c on ten t repr e se n te d b y s aicl t i me stamp is 
nece ssa ry; and 

transmitting said identification information to the 
information management apparatus and requesting the playing of said 
content from said playing position represented by said time stamp, 
said identification information including information allotted to 
each user and information allotted to each user group, and the 
playing step plays said content from said playing position 
represented by said time stamp in accordance with said step of 
requesting the playing and said access right information associated 
with the time stamp , wherein the playing step determines, based on 
s a id a s s o c i a t: e d a cce s s _ ri ght i nfo i mat i o n , whe the r a confirmation of 

an access righ t by user i dent j f ical iC i is necessary to play said. 

content £ ron said play i no; posit ion represented by said time stamp, 

resp ons ive to a re quest ;icr the playzruj of said content from said 
p laying' £os t 10 i regrj sen e bv said t une s t am p . 

9. (currently amended) A system for processing information, 
comprising : 

a processor operable to execute instructions; and 
instructions for carrying out an information processing 
method, the information processing method including: 
playing content provided via a network; 

requesting that an information management apparatus which 
manages playing positions of contents store a time stamp in 
association with predetermined identification information and 
access right information during said playing step in response to an 
instruction to store said time stamp representing a playing 
position of said content at that moment , said access right 
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i n f o r ma t i on i n c 1 ud i n g information indicating whether a 
c on f irmation, by user i dent if i cat ion , o f a n access right t o said 
play ing p osit ion of the content, represented^ by said time stamp is 
necessary; and 

transmitting said identification information to the 
information management apparatus and requesting the playing of said 
content from said playing position represented by said time stamp, 
said identification information including information allotted to 
each user and information allotted to each user group, and the 
playing step plays said content from said playing position 
represented by said time stamp in accordance with said step of 
requesting the playing and said access right information associated 
with the time stamp^ 

wh ere i n t he playing ste p determ ines, b ased on s a i d a ss o c iat ed 
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10. 


(currently amended) 


An information management apparatus, 



comprising : 

management means for managing the provision of 
predetermined content to an information processing apparatus via a 
network; and 

storing means for storing a time stamp in association 
with predetermined identification information and access right 
information in accordance with a request from the information 
processing apparatus, said time stamp representing a playing 
position of said content provided via said network and said access 
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r igh t info nnat i o n includ i n g _ in for mation indicating whether a 
con f ir ma tion by a user identif xcat ion, of an access right to said 
£iav;ing position of the content represented by said time stamp is 
L l e cessary , wherein 

said management means is operable to manage the provision 
of said content from the playing position represented by said time 
stamp based on said associated access right information when the 
information processing apparatus transmits said identification 
information and requests that said content be played from the 
playing position represented by said time stamp^ 

wherein said management means is operable to dev.. ermi ne , based 
on said associated access right inf ormat ion, whether a confirmation 

ox an acce s s i i g lit by user i den tif i catic n i s neces sary to pr ovide 

s a i d jco ntent from said pi ayine position repres en ted by s aid ti me 
si i responsive to a request from the information processing 
apparatus for the £lay ing __qf_ saixi co ntent trom said playing 
position repre sented by sar d ti me s ta m p. 

11. (previously presented) The information management apparatus 
as claimed in Claim 10, further comprising: 

viewing status information storing means for storing viewing 
status information representing a viewing status of said content in 
accordance with a request from the information processing 
apparatus, 

wherein said management means is operable to manage the 
provision of said content from the playing position represented by 
said time stamp when the viewing status of said content represented 
by the viewing status information indicates that said content has 
not been played to the end. 
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12. (currently amended) An information management method, 
comprising: 

providing predetermined content to an information 
processing apparatus via a network; and 

storing a time stamp in association with predetermined 
identification information and access right information in 
accordance with a request from the information processing 
apparatus, said time stamp representing a playing position of said 
content provided by said providing step and said, access right 
information including information indicating whether a 
confirmation, by a user identification of an access right to said 
playing- position of. the content represented by said time stamp is 
necessary, wherein 

said providing step provides said content from the 
playing position represented by said time stamp based on said 
associated access right information when the information processing 
apparatus transmits said identification information and requests 
that said content be played from the playing position represented 
by said time stamp,_ 

wherein the provid ing step determines , based on said 
associate d access right i n £ o rm at 10 n , w h e t h e r a cc nf irmatio n of an 
access right fay user i denti ficat io n is necessary to play said 
content from said playing position represented by said, time stamp, 
responsive to a request, for the' playing of said content from said 
playing position represented by said time stamp . 

13. (currently amended) A recording medium having recorded 
therein a computer readable program for carrying out an information 
management method, the information management method comprising: 
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providing predetermined content to an information 
processing apparatus via a network; and 

storing a time stamp in association with predetermined 
identification information and access right information in 
accordance with a request from the information processing 
apparatus, said time stamp representing a playing position of said 
content provided by said providing step and said access right 
information including information indi car j n g whether a 
conf i mat ion, by user i dent if real, ion , of an access right to said 
playing position of the content represented by said t line stamp is 
necessary , wherein 

said providing step provides said content from the 
playing position represented by said time stamp based on said 
associated access right information when the information processing 
apparatus transmits said identification information and requests 
that said content be played from the playing position represented 
by said time stamp, 

■n- ere a \ > Lovid n " step aetj cmes^ based, on sjsld 
assfxriated access right ;..nfo y nai i.^jp, voieycior a conf irmat ion of an 

a c c ess r i girt by user identification is n . e cessary to play said 

content from sa , 1 playing position r epr esented by sa rd time stamp, 

responsive to a request from the information process i r s pparatu 
for the p i aying of said content from said playing positron 
represe n ted by said time stamp . 

14. (currently amended) A system for managing information, 
comprising: 

a processor operable to execute instructions; and 
instructions for carrying out an information management 
method, the information management method including: 

12 



Application No.: 10/542,221 



Docket No.: SONYJP 3.3-357 



providing predetermined content to an information 
processing apparatus via a network; and 

storing a time stamp in association with predetermined 
identification information and access right information in 
accordance with a request from the information processing 
apparatus, said time stamp representing a playing position of said 
content provided by said providing step and said access right 
information including information indicating whether a 
confirmation, by user i den t i f i ca t; .1 o n , of an access right to said 
playing position of the content represented by said, time stamp is 
necessary , wherein 

said providing step provides said content from the 
playing position represented by said time stamp based on said 
associated access right information when the information processing 
apparatus transmits said identification information and requests 
that said content be played from the playing position represented 
by said time stamp^ 

wherein the providing step determines, based on said 
as sqc iated access ri ght informa ti on, whether a co nfirmation of an 
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